
Oxford Community Schools: Academic Honesty Policy 

Philosophy 

Each person has a responsibility to contribute to society; not just in maintaining what others have 
already labored for, but in adding to that other labor for the promise of a better future.   

The academic work that students interact with—even if looked upon as having no immediate 
connection to them—is still a foundation upon which students can better understand themselves, 
their world, and their position in it.  Student responsibility then should not stop with the mastery of 
any given material; instead, adolescents should see their role as one in which they are expected to 
build upon the knowledge others have provided, so that, in turn, their counterparts will build upon 
that; this, then, is the process by which society moves forward for the benefit of all.   

If someone is robbed, at even the simplest level, of their contribution (such as during plagiarism or 
multiple other dishonest activities), then future efforts toward personal and social progression lose 
their momentum and may even be stopped altogether.  

Despite this consequence, it should be recognized that deception is appealing—mainly because of 
the energy it saves—and so more often than not the behavior is imitated. 

Oxford Schools recognizes, then, the destructive nature of academic dishonesty, and so, to avoid the 
consequences already outlined, the district has clarified what it means by educational malpractice 
and has created the following policies to help stop it. 

Guiding Language 

Plagiarism:  Using another’s thoughts, words, or work, in portion or entirety, and then representing 
that foreign material within one’s document as one’s own original work. 

Collusion:  Allowing one’s work to be reproduced, in portion or entirety, without proper and public 
citation and documentation. 

Duplication:  Submitting another’s work in its entirety as one’s own. 

Invention:  Creating information without history, support, or verification, and representing it as 
fact, either directly or through suggestion. 

Manipulation:  Refashioning legitimately-borrowed information through any degree of alteration or 
withholding so that a student’s argument appears more valid. 

Penalties 

All offenses, as suggested by the terminology above, are subject to the student work in question 
receiving a zero, immediate parent notification, and a timely office referral in which administrative 
consequences will be dictated by the Student Code of Conduct as formerly determined by the Board 
of Education. Students will have an opportunity to redo and resubmit the assignment within a 
limited time frame. 


